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school, the press and the movies. The Church cannot cure souls that have already been poisoned in the
cradle — and fed with poison throughout their years of youth. Why should we praise our civilization, our
progress and knowledge which create individuals with pagan views and barbaric principles which push
more and more numerous hosts of young criminals behind the high and thick walls of prison and other
penal institutions? What does material prosperity mean when it is built upon an ignorance of God and
God’s commandments? Then, the poet wrote — “Intelligent man becomes more of an animal than the
animal itself.”

About six years ago | visited South America. Among other countries | visited Columbia which is in
the south western part of South America. We were driven to the town of Baranquilla which is in a
charming location. The town itself is lovely. In the suburb of the city | noticed huge flocks of enormous
black birds which were continually flying in circles in the air. They were vultures! These kings of the air
were slowly, seriously and cautiously flying in circles. From time to time, one of these bird-like airplanes
broke rank and flew like lightning towards the earth. | asked the chauffeur what such actions meant. He
smiled indulgently and answered “carrion” which means “a carcass,” The vulture noticed a carcass. He
swiftly fell on it in order to devour it.

God created man that he may live a beautiful, sublime and noble life. In order to live this way,
one must know God and live according to His commandments. God, faith and various other graces raise
man to God and bring the Creator closer to His creatures. Without God and without faith people lose
their humanity, take on the qualities of animals and become vultures! They do not see the beauty of the
world and disregard the value of a man and the sanctity of human life. Thus, they are individuals without
a soul, without a conscience and without any heart. All of their views and opinions of life are on a low
and miserable level. They sink into life’s swamp of the world.

In order to live a human life, it is absolutely necessary for man to know his beginning, his
purpose and his end. For this, he needs religion and faith. Otherwise, not only man alone but an entire
nation becomes spiritually bankrupt. Then man alone and an entire nation begin a career of vice and
crime. A distinct and glaring proof of this theory is the sad fact that there are so many young criminals in
our country. This is also proven by the army of several million young, brutally-barbaric sadists who wear
the symbol of the broken cross on the sleeve of their brown uniform.

What will happen tomorrow? Only that which is sown today by the home, school, the press and
the theater. If the grain that is sown is healthy, a Godly and religious seed, there is no need to fear
tomorrow. However, if the grain will be saturated with paganism and atheism as it has been up until
now, then woe to our children and our children’s children!
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January 25, 1942
| greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In March of 1940 | was sitting at a railroad station waiting for the train that would take me to
West Hazelton to my good benefactor, Father Francis Dominiak. Outside, there was such snow and
freezing weather that even the sparrows were complaining about this storm. The wind howled in such a
terrifying manner as though it wanted to scare people from leaving their homes.

The main waiting room of the railroad station located at the bottom of Main Street was filled to
overflowing. The people gathered here are not only the travelers but also a collection of various tramps,
drunks and beggars.

It is important to know that here, opposite the railroad station stands an entire series of cheap
little hotels, apartments and so called “flop houses.” It is here that the sailors from the Great Lakes, the
dock workers and vagabonds of every nationality and trade stay during the winter months. Many of
them have no idea of their national origin nor do they have any trade. Today, all of them are seeking
refuge from the snow and the freezing cold in this warm railroad station.

I bought my ticket and as | walked away from the ticket window, my eyes were searching for a
place for me to sit on a long wooden bench. | sat down in a far corner where | would be able to look
over this crowd. Unfortunately, that wasn’t such a good seat. Some vagabond sat next to me. He was as
long as a pole and as thin as death. When he moved, it seemed as though all of his bones rattled. He sat
very stiffly, bundled up in a ragged overcoat. It seemed to me that he was bandaged up as though he
feared that he may fall into pieces.

He didn’t wait long but immediately began telling me such a sorrowful story, that even though |
knew that he was lying, | gave him fifty cents for coffee and a sandwich. He slid the money into his
pocket and discreetly left.

His place was immediately occupied by some rum customer who seemed to be of a very
suspicious lot. Long, dirty curls hung from under a large hat. His face was gloomy and very dirty while his
veiled eyes darted about restlessly and angrily. He had bags under his eyes and his appearance was
anything but noble. When he opened his mouth to speak, the odor that burst forth from his lips was
that of a distillery. Then he began his story.

| told him immediately that | would not give him anything for | do not offer money to drunkards.
He then began to argue with me, therefore | stood up and walked away. Since there was no other seat
available, | stood up against the wall. All of a sudden, this drunkard was standing in front of me. In his
hand he held a rosary and a small black crucifix. He threw these at me saying, “Here, take your Christ
God! | don’t believe in Him anymore!”

A rather large group of people who were in the area witnessed this scene. Some of them
grabbed this drunkard and some of them wanted to beat him up. Others wanted to have him arrested
by the police. | begged them to just get him out of the railroad station while |, myself retrieved the
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broken rosary and the crucifix from the floor. One of the by-standers, a black man, commented — “My
God, how can anyone do such a thing?” From that incident, | now move to my topic for today’s talk:

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TOMORROW?

It is impossible and one should never even try to run away from the Truth! This Truth will always
catch up to everyone. Whether this Truth is pleasing or non-pleasing, whether it is sweet or bitter, it is
best and most sensible to stand and confront it and it is extremely bitter. Just listen —

“There is more juvenile crime in America than in all of the combined countries of Europe and
South America. This is a calamitous situation. American youth leads the world in Athletics, Inventions,
Junior Aviation and many worthwhile pursuits. It is a sad condition when the country that produces
these champions also produces champions in crime. It is tragic for this was not the heritage of youth!”

| repeat — “here in America there are more juvenile criminals than in all the combined countries
of Europe and South America. What an unfortunate situation! American youth lead the world in
Athletics, Inventions, Aviation and many other worthwhile pursuits. It is a sad situation when the
country that produces such champions also produces at the same time these champions in crime. It is
very tragic because this was not meant to be the inheritance of youth!” It is a true, sad, frightening and
tragic admission, but it is only the result and the fruit of years upon years of sowing cockle in young
minds because — “Who sows the winds, always reaps the storms!”

The reason for these dark and frightening results are manifested in a young nineteen-year old
youth of Polish ancestry, Bernard Sawicki, nicknamed “Knifey.” The Chicago newspapers of January 6,
1942 had an article entitled — “A Condemned Man Converts”. Sawicki received Baptism in the presence
of his fellow prisoners. Bernard Sawicki, nineteen years of age and a four-fold murderer who has been
sentenced to death, was baptized yesterday in the chapel of the district jail. Twenty-six prisoners who
are serving their terms for serious offences were present at this ceremony.

Before and during his court trial, Sawicki had the reputation of being one of the most hardened
and arrogant criminal who ever stood before that court. During his interrogations, he bragged that he
murdered these unfortunate people because ‘they stood in his way!”

When he heard the sentence of death from Judge John A. Skarbaro, he yelled — ‘Go to hell! | can
take it!” In contrast to such arrogant behavior, yesterday, during the time that the prison chaplain
Reverend F. Ernst was baptizing him, this condemned man was pale and seemed nervous. After his
Baptism, he attended Mass with great respect. When Mass ended, as he was leaving, he spoke to the
guards: ‘What a wonderful place this chapel is! Had | received a religious upbringing in my younger
years, most probably | would not be here now as a condemned man awaiting death!"”

This newly baptized, nineteen year old murderer who is to die in the electric chair on January 17
gave this explanation for his criminal career. All other explanations given by doctors, psychiatrists and
specialists explain very little — if anything. They are useless. He who does not recognize God and does
not acknowledge God privately and publicly through religion, then such a one will sooner or later enter
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the way of vice, robbery and crime. This is proven again and again both in private as well as in public life.
We witness this in the domain of society and in the national and international scenes.

Let’s look at the statistics when there is talk of the crimes of young people who are often still
juveniles. We must be extremely careful in order not to exaggerate the facts nor to diminish the truth.
The latest statistics state that presently we have 4,500,000 various criminals in the United States with
whom the law has already caught up. Of that number 2,000,000 are under the age of 21 and are now in
houses of correction, prisons and various penal institutions. Guardians of public safety insist that in
addition to that number there are about a million more criminals who aliped through the hand of justice
and are now free but really should be behind bars. Some greater crime is committed every 17 seconds
and there is some kind of murder committed every 44 minutes! We have over 500,000 policemen and
detectives watching over our order and safety and 160,000 lawyers employed in the defense of the
public and the criminals. Between 60 or 70 thousand criminals are freed every year from penal
institutions. Some of them then walk the straight path and lead lives that are useful and exemplary.
Others return to the work of crime and carry on a business of crime.

Everyday three thousand new prisoners enter into prisons. Ninety per cent of all the crimes in
the United States are committed by young people ranging in age from 15 years to 24 years and eighty-
seven percent of all murderers are youngsters between the ages of 17 and 22 years of age. What is
worse, courts and judges wring their hands in despair confirming the fact that the number of juvenile
criminals is not decreasing, but on the other hand, it is growing day by day. It is time to think of a
remedy and of modern methods to not only reduce this number but to crush this monster of depravity
and crime.

Everyone is therefore asking — “What are schools doing? What are churches doing?” As for me, |
dare ask — “What about their mothers and fathers?” What can the school or the church do when the
parents are hostile to the school and to the church? If our homes do not become schools and temples, if
God and religion do not cross the threshold of our homes, if mothers and fathers do not give God and
religion a place within the confines of their home, then all efforts of other agents, be they spiritual as
well as civilian authorities, will be totally fruitless. Neither the church nor the government will bring
about the required reformation. In waging a defensive war against an international enemy, we are not
permitted to forget about the war against the enemy of our young people. Let us remember that
whatever our young people are like today, that is what our society will be like tomorrow. Today’s youth
are our future generation.

Towards the end of November 1941, the Boston newspapers carried articles about several
happenings that totally alarmed those citizens that lived according to the strict traditions of Puritanism.
Both, the press and the radio commented on the escapades of the “flaming youth.” Stern warnings and
sharp reprimands were issued from both the Catholic and Protestant pulpits.

Twenty-one year old Jerzy Blodgit admitted to the murder of Stella Krupinski. Both were
attending college. The young murderer put a record of “jazz” music on the record player and in total
peace shot the girl in the back.
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Sixteen year old Raymond Woodward lured 15 year old Constance Schipp to a house where the
owner was gone for the summer. This young sadist took a large kitchen knife and dug out the girl’s eyes.
Then he cut her body into shreds. The police counted 49 pieces! The court condemned him to death. A
just sentence, but it will not return the girl to life.

Herbert H. Cox, Jr., a sixteen year old youth and two teen-agers, fifteen year old Ida May Price
and fourteen year old Leona Ellen Cunningham lived with their parents in a trailer camp in Alexandria,
Virginia. They were all bored with the dull life at this camp. Therefore, these youngsters convinced their
neighbor, a Mr. Browning to take them to the east. Before they left, Ida stole her father’s revolver that
had been hidden in his automobile. In the suburb of Baltimore, this young bandit shot Browning and his
body was found by the police. These three now await their court trial and sentence.

On February 13, 1941, four young prisoners were sitting in the death cells of the state prison of
Sing Sing. They were just a few steps away from the electric chair in which all of them were condemned
to die. They were all at the peak of their strength: Walter Dowling — 21 years old, Jerzy Dolny — 23 years
old, Archangelo D’Agosto — 27 years old and John Brabson — 25 years old. Four murderers who
murdered deliberately and in cold blood. For this reason, tonight at eleven o’clock, the authorities will
carry out the court sentence and will snuff out the spark of life in all of them.

| will not give you the life history of all of the members of this band. I will only tell you that none
of these four men was forced to go astray because of poverty and misery. Each one of them came from
a family that was average and normal. | will tell you about Dolny because he is a son of Polish parents.

He was born in Bloomfield, New Jersey, the youngest of three children. His father worked in a
shoe factory. The family moved to South Brooklyn and there the father sent little Jerzy to public school.
He was scarcely nineteen years old when he embarked on his career in crime. Robberies and three
murders brought him to jail. Jerzy was the “brains” of a gang!

When he was in school, he showed that he had unusual ability and intelligence. He was only
twelve years old when he already completed the four years of high school. The police reports wrote him
us as “A cold, proud, arrogant and insolent youth.” They were satisfied that the court verdict will end his
career and cut short his circulation in society before he commits more violence. Having told you this, |
end his story.

There is yet just one more little flower in this garden of modern and “up-to-date” young people.
For the longest time in a certain section of Chicago, regularly, as though according to a systematic
pattern, young girls and women were being attacked. After each attack, the aggressor disappeared
without a trace. Finally, the police caught and arrested this evil doer.

He turned out to be the eighteen-year old high school student who was adored by the student
body as an athlete. He was the son of a wealthy and prominent family. At least eighteen of his victims
identified him as their aggressor. He is accused of being “violent and a murderer.”
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The remarks of the editor of the “Chicago Daily” are timely and in place. Because they strike the
heart of the matter and explain the reason for this phenomenon of a sick mind and soul in our young
people, I quote him for our listeners: “We must admit that the greater fault for this terrible state of
affairs is borne by: their parents, who have given them a pagan upbringing that did not include any
sacrifices or any discipline; an irreligious school that is unbridled in its liberalism; demoralizing,
pornographic literature — books as well as periodicals, and finally movies, which in many cases are
shamelessly sexual. These are shown to young people in the earliest days of their childhood by
unscrupulous owners of district theaters along with the damned indifference of parents who don’t know
or who don’t want to know what kind of filth their beloved “innocent child” is watching every Sunday
afternoon and what an abominable atmosphere their sensitive souls are absorbing! In such
circumstances, it is impossible to avoid the results of degeneration:

A moronic atmosphere — raises up morons
A hypocritical liberalism — will produce liberal hypocrites
From filth crawls out — vermin

Also, unless our society reforms the home, schools, reading materials and films which are the
most important and most influential agents in one’s upbringing by some drastic and firm movement,
then we can expect to see the complete breakdown of the principles of a moral life.

Already today in many big cities decent people are forced to exercise the same kind of caution
exercised by one traveling in a jungle full of wild, greedy animals. It is already dangerous for a woman to
go out on the street without the protection of her husband, father or brother — or to return home in the
darkness of night. What will happen tomorrow? It is not difficult to foresee.

It suffices to enter into one of the local theaters during the time of “a movie for young people”
and see what these peddlers of people’s souls are showing. It suffices to listen how these young people
are howling and screaming during this movie. It also suffices to look around and check out the kind of
positions in which these “future pillars of society” are seated.

A few years ago, the Church’s Catholic Action Society created the Legion of Decency which has
already done a lot to protect young people from the poison of sordid films and pornographic written
materials. But, that is not enough. Just one legion is not sufficient. We should create a hundred million
national guards to stomp out this demoralizing filth which is just as threatening to our nation as an
external enemy. Maybe it is even more threatening.

Psychologists and psychiatrists are themselves fumbling about in the darkness. They are
helpless. They will only find the remedies for the sicknesses of these young people then when they
connect their knowledge with religion. Furthermore, every clear thinking person who is correctly
investigating the modern life of people admits that the mess and chaos of the world is a result of the
lack of principles and religious convictions.

The world has fallen into insanity. It has gone mad because it threw God out and cast off all
faith. The Church itself cannot correct one by one characters that have been deformed by the home, the




